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INTRODUCTION

Our churchis dedicated to helping every person become a passionate follower of the
Lord Jesus Christ. In fact the purpose of our church is to develop believers who are
GYFBEAY IS YIFOGdzNARY AT YAYAAGSNRYy3IAZ | yR Ydz GA LM

Every member obur churchis asked to make 10 essential commitments to the Lord and
to His church. These commitments are solidly grounded in the word of God, and this
study is degjned to be used in small groups where we can help one another live out
these commitments and build the kingdom of God. We believe that the small group is
the best environment for life transformation, so we have designed this study to be used
in our LIFEgvupshere atour church Our goal is not to make smarter sinners, but
believers who are experiencing life change. We desire that when believers grow ten
times in their Biblical knowledge, they will also grow ten times in their capacity to love.

This stug will cover ten weeks of lifehanging content. Please prayerfully ask the Lord
to lead you in this study, and to give you the ability to grasp these foundational
disciplines of the faith.

Around the world, God is equipping people to:
« Magnify the Fathewholeheartedly in worship.
e Mature believers in the essentials of the spiritual disciplines.
e Minister to others as an expression of faith.
e Multiply the impact of the Gospel to a lost world.
May God bless this study as you seek to grow in Godliness?
IntheM- &G SNR& { SNIWAOS:

STANLUBECK

LEADPASTOR
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MY TEN MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENTS

Acknowledging Jesus Christ as Savior from my sins and Lord of my life, adhering to the
purposes and beliefs abur church and agreeing with the church's Substance, Style,
Strategy ad Structure, | commitment to the Lord to belong ttve church family at

The LIFEhousas a member, and dedicate myself by the power of God to be faithful

in:

1. UNITY: t&submitdirectly to the elders of the church and indirectly to one another
in the church.

2. WORSHIP: t8ingpraises to God and Study His Word weekly in one of the weekend
celebration services.

3. GENEROSITY Sapportmy church with a tenth (tithe) of my income.

4. DEVOTION: to be Bolitudewith God at least three times each weeh prayer and
reading His Word.

5. WITNESS: t6preadthe Good News of Christ by building friendship relationships
with at least three unbelievers and at least inviting them to a church service during
the year.

6. MINISTRY: tBerveothers in the churchfamily as a good steward of my unique
Godgiven design.

7. FELLOWSHIP:3barein mutual encouragement and care in a small group that
meets at least biweekly.

8. FAMILY: t&trengthenmy family relationships by fulfilling my biblical role and
responsillities, investing both the quality and quantity of time necessary for a strong
family--and to encourage others to strengthen their families.

9. GOODNESS: &hinein moral character and in a biblically balanced Christian4ife
style at home and in the wdd.

10. GROWTH: t8tepforward in constant progress in the lifdong walk of faith and
spiritual maturity.
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My Group

Name Phone E-mail
Acts 2:42,
G¢KSe RS2SR (KS&a Si SGK X1y3 (KGR
FSEE206aKALE 02 GKS ONBUVI Ay3 27
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Week #1

Unity

Learning the spiritual discipline of unity

Maintaining Unity

Introduction:

JwwoDdiysiaquisiy

The first commitment that people make when joiniagr church is the commitmen2 ¥ & ¢
There is a reason that this quality tops the list. We must pray, work and discipline ourse
0S dzyAFTeéAy3d FILOU2NR Ay (GKS fAFTS 2F D2RQ
(Romans 15:5% "May the God who gives enduram@nd encouragement give you a spirit of
unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth yol may
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." NIV). Paul knew that unity is a central

ingredient in glorifying oukord.
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The Second Law of Thermodynamics reveals that everything naturally falls apart. This isTatte
the law of entropy. Fresh fruit naturally rots. Left to itself, every garden will grow weeds. The
KdzYty 062R& ylFidaNFftfte IyRINSESIRANESIE 2SSE LBENS 8¥ O
Ayi2 GKS RNI g6SNEDE 9PSNEBEOKAY3I Ay (GKS g2NIR
an outside energy source holding things together.

In a world where everything is falling apart, we see an all powerfulv@adis able to hold the

entire universe together. He does it effortlessly by his omnipotence. This all powerful God is

also able to hold the church together. In fact, when it comes to unity in the church, we are not

asked to create it, but we are askad2 & Y I A ¥phésiang 4:3tates, dmaking every effort

to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” NRSV
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G§23SGKSNE S ¢ AThé prifciblgs e Wil e isblissin Have @pplication in
marriages where unity is essential. It will apply in families and businesses, sports teams

, and

2dz K9S LINRPolofeé KSIFENR GKS LIKNIaSaszx adzyAiGSR

d20A1f NBfFIA2YAKALIA® ¢ KS INBIAgceé@nhuhity f Sy 3S Ay

among peple in spite of their humanness.

What is the best illustration of unity in your world today? Why do you think it is so?

2 KIFIG R2 @2dz GKAY] Aad GKS O2NB NBlIazy oK

A common vision is a powerful tool in unifying g LJX S ® LG KlFa 0SSy

vision =dik & A 2 Y ©¢ ¢KS T2t 2 gdogtHings sd ki sideFout Ghe firs

of greater value and higher priority. These are guiding principles for decision making in
church.

Twelve SpiritualValues:
1. Church health over church growth

2. Building up the Saints over reaching out to seekers

3. Referral guests over advertisement guests

Biysiaquia

O
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4. Leadership Discipleship over new believer discipleship

N
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5. Progressive growth track over random maturity apts

6. Well defined small groups over loosely defined small groups
7. Various types of small groups over a single small group type
8. Care for those who serve over those who are served

9. Build on strengths over repairing weaknesses
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10.Needs of the flock over needs of@tamb
11. Maturity and giftedness over age and tenure
12.Leadership new blood over leadership continuity

Which one do you think most people agree with in our church?

Which one is the most difficult for people to buy into?

When was the last time you were sciously aware that you could either be a unifying facto

or divisive on an issue?

SEL[IEIN

SsjuswiiwwoDdiy

Page8




Week #2
The Discipline of Worship

diysiagqwan

et

Learning to Give God What He Created us to Give

(Singing praises to God and Studying His Word weekly in one of the weekend cefebr:
services)

wituod

(uny

2 2 NI aofk Widdla Englistworshipeworthiness, respect, reverence paid to a divi

0SAYyIdé ¢tKS 24802y R 02 YThe liFESugaakesiiktheicomtnithe&nN® S Y
2T 6SS1fte g2NBKALI 2F D2R® e[fofoitgichedkiprohdur QENJ ai
worship habits. 7))

Introduction: The church is not a museum!

Europe is filled with massive cathedrals with gorgeous architecture. Usually only a handful of
people gather for worship in the gigantic buildings, and many more combdok out the

beauty of the building only. What causes that to happen? Much of the blame can be placed on
the church leadership when preachers no longer teach the word of God and relate it practically
02 LIS2Lx SQa tAgSaod 2 Bagr@Shave & $pecidlShaldye @ 2 NA y 3 & S
O2yySOuUAYy3a (GKS fAFS IAAGAY3I TF2aLISt gAIOGK LIS2LX S
challenge.
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Genetic Code of Church Worship:

l. SPIRITUAL "H EALTH" ESSENTIAL

warn each other, especially now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near.’

This passage is warning us to not forsawship and assembling together. We get our
synagogueF N2 Y GKS DNBES] 6KAOK YSIya w3aradkKSN
Originally thesynagogueg & y 20 | aodzAf RAy 3¢ odzi | a3
built a building to gathr, which became known dke synagogue In the Greek, the word for
churchisecclesiay S| y Ay 3 -20dz(i CANPAIR 2F LIS2 LI Sdé

I fAGGES IANI ol a FalSR ¢gKeée akKS 3I2S8a (2
Questions:

2 K | NB 0O2YY2Yy atpdéopleruSetfor QissidglndrShip sehiices?

Hebrews 10:2425"Think of ways to encourage one anotte outbursts of love and good
deeds. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage and
"NLT
ord
y

« What do you tell people when their attendance is sporatic?

« What causes you to be faithful in corporate worship?
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[I.  "UNITED" COOPERATIVE WORSHIP ESSENTIAL

Ephesians 5:1849h X 6 S T A f t S Rpeakioibrie aribtked with hSalrsh hyrdns and

spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord," NIV

22NBREKALI Aad y20 2dzald FT2N 2dzNJ NEFdzSt Ay3as |6 dzi
LalAlFK HpYMo hbhe¢KS [ 2NR A&l with their cnduth Srél BondrXse2 LI S
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rujes
taught by men." NIV
2SS R2y QG O02YS (2 D2R (2 ¢62NBRKALI a ¢S UGKAY
Godtogive Hm® I & |I'S RS&AANBao® ¢tKS KSINI 2F 62 N K
of all of our expressions of worship and praise. D
Colossians 3:187 "Let the Word of Christ the Message have the run of the house. Give it 3
plenty of room in your lives. Instruaind direct one another using good common sense. And O
sing, sing your hearts out to God! Let every detail in yourtiwesrds, actions, whateverbe Q
done in the name of the Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father every step of the way. "| Tg®
Message =)
A. PREACHINGND TEACHING ?)
[ SG G KS 2rahdResade havk tNérdniof the house. Give it plenty of room i O
82dzNJ t APSa® LyadNuzOiG yR RANBOG 2yS | y2(if8s
e The Word of God is central to God pleasing worship. 3
—
B. SNGING 3
"And sing, sing yourdarts out to God!" g
e Sharing together in a mutual expression of faith through song. ('7)"
C. SRVING
G SG SOSNE RSwvbidg, &ctioRsywhaéteveizdIddnd iwtBesname of the Master,
WSadzaz GKFIYyl1Ay3a D2R GKS CFGKSNJI S@GSNE ad|SL

A LJ

NJ dz

o Coming to worshipesvices with a heart to find opportunities to serve is an expression

of worship as much as singing and listening to a sermon.

LAFAFK NnoYHM AGKS 1IS2L S L F2NN¥SR F2NJ yeasSt¥

Write a prayer to the Lord that explainsgaNJ O2 YYA GYSy (d G2 4G O2NI1JI2 NI (S¢
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[1l.  SPIRITUAL REFUELING ESSENTIAL

We see this sense of filling in the New Testament church as the people gathered togktter.

2:4244H ¢ KS@ RS@P20GSR (KSYaSt @Sctheieowshik ®the LI2 A0t S& Q
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and
miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything
in common." NIV
A. TEACHING
They came together to hedine word of God proclaimed and that was part of the gathering|.
LGQa LlaaAroftsS GKIFIG az2ysS glyd G2 02YS G2 OKgzND
O2YAy3a G2 3ISG 2dzNJ SINBR FTA{E SR ¢6A0GK D2RQA O Nzl
revelationso that lives can be changed. Z
B. FELLOWSHIP D
2S ySSR 2yS |y2G4KSN® ¢ KS &ONALII dzNB A a Taf 2
CStf26aKALI Ad 6SyO2daNT IAYy3 2yS Fy23KSNJ Ag i K S
C.  BREAKING GBREAD n
Breaking of bread through communion. =)
| Corinthians D:17A G al @axX alyR 2dzad a GKSNB Aa @S| f 2
02Re& 2F 0StASOSNAE®E 2 KSy S G1F1S O2YYday®d2y o
from one loaf so we get a sense that we are all one body. 3
D. PRAYER 3
Sometimes this ishie only opportunity during the week to unite in prayer with other believeréé"
V. FAMILY REUNION ESSENTIAL (:SD
When the Bible speaks of the church it speaks of the spiritual family: (7)"
Galatians 6:2@ 1 KSNEF2NB a4 ¢S KI @S 2 LI Nledphita &[> £ S
GK2asS gK2 o0Sft2y3a G2 (GKS FlLYAte 2F o0SfASOSN
Ephesians 218 6 S | NS y2 f2y3SNJ F2NBA3IAYySNAE | yR [LfAlSya

FYR YSY0OSNR 2F D2RQa K2dzaSK2f Rdé
A few verses to keep in mind:

1 O

1 O

1 OGd&a mnYHT GiGKSe 3IFIGKSNBR (GKS OKdzNOK

a
a
together (speaking of the church at Corinth).

Page
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V. REACHING OUT ESSENTIAL

In | Comthians 14:2425 it is Paul telling the church why they need to get their act together in

g2 NBR KA LI LG aleazr AT +y dzyoSt ASOSNI 2NJ a2YS2
everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinnerithibé yudged by
all, and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God,
SEOfFAYAYy3IS WD2R A& NBlIffté | Y2y3 &2dzQHé

Conclusion:

What explains your habit of corporate worship?

What motivates you to show up and connedtiwother worshipers?

What could keep you away?

SjuswiwwoDdiysiaquuisiy
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Commitment #3

Proportionate Giving
(Tithing

BuinlD BullouoH po9

Introduction:

Jesus made it clear that there is a direct connection between our faithfulness in handling

finances and our ability to manage moreimgory i A GSYa Ay fAFSo [ dzZ] S W™
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true
NAOKS&Ké blLz

If you have not yet given your life to Christ, God does not want your money, He first wants

your heart. If you are guest today, then just relax and remain our guest. This is a
YSaalk3asS F2NJ K2aS ¢K2 KIFE@S alFARXY aL sl yd wSa
K2y 2NJ I AY a YAy3 Ay (GKAA ©2NI Roé GL ¢l yld G2
firstgivenii 2 Y S dé¢ GL 1y2s GKFEG L ySSR (G2 €SIFENYy FyR
2 KSy ¢S a2t @S (KS A&dadzsS 2F 29ySNBKALIZ 6S NBI f
money, He owns it all. When God got my heart, he also got my checkbook and dlsmy b

as well.

dz
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¢tKS o0A0fS area Ay allilidKSg cYHmMI GC2N 6 KSNEB

e 2

Ffa2dé6bL+0 L¥ SIOK 2F dza ¢6SNB (2 2LISy 2dzNJ O

money has gone this past year, we would have a good idea what is mmpantour
hearts. This is a big indication of what we genuinely value.

Worshiping God with our finances has some unique characteristics from other forms of
worship. Financial worshipmseasurable When it comes to worshiping God with our

finances, itis a black and white issue. There is no hedging. Itis in my checkbook, and | am

either honoring God with my money, or | am not. | cannot fool myself, or God for sure...

2 KSy a1SRX aFNB &2dz K2y2NAY 3 GKS Hee NR A
GedSaé¢ 2N ay2 dé

{K2dZA R ¢S 2dzaid 3IAGS 6AGK 2dz2NJ SéSa Of 2aSH
gospel bandits out there who love to prey on the unsuspecting, well intentioned believers
What are good reasons not to give to a charitable orgainon?

CA@S OFGS3aA2NARASE 2F G32aLISt ol yRAGE &l NI
MO t NRPALISNARGE 3IdzZr Ny yiSSR 6@2dz IAGS (4
rich);
2) Healing promises (prayer cloth or hankie that will get you healing in return for a
little money);
3)Stary 3 OKAf RNBYy Qa LIAOGdzNBaA 66KSYy Yz2ali
children but overweight executives);

~

buinio Buliouoy foo .

4) Bible souvenir junk (buying pieces of the cross, picture of Jesus);

5) Political action (targeting conservative Christians to select consegvati
politicians).

<,

ND

N >

Why We Cannot Afford Not to Giwe

l. THERE IS NO WISER INVESTMENT !
2 A4S Ay@gSadaySyidia IINB aSOdNBE @SyddaNBa FyR
investing in the bank of heaven in which no one has lost a dime. Matthew 6:2@ttBat

up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal.” NIV The securest place is the bank of heaven.

lllustration: A custodian served in the church during the depression. He bapsly

been the wealthiest person in the church, and yet because of the depression, he became
the custodian after losing all his money. When life was good, this man had donated a
$40,000 pipe organ to the church. Now, with his business long gonehthelcstill had

the pipe organ. Someone asked him if he wished he had kept the money instead of giving
AG F2N) GKS LIzZNOKIF &S 2F GKS LALS 2NBlIYyO®
SOGSNEBEGOGKAY3I L 3IFHGS L KIFIFS NAIKG KSNBE o
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A. IT IS AN INVESTMENTFATCAN CHANGE THE WORLD

Philippians 4:14.7 "for even when | was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again
when | was in need. Not that | am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may
be credited to your account.” NIV

We need to understand thitavhen we share in the ministry, we share in the fruits of that
ministry. We are making an investment that will change the world, and God will place His
reward in our account. No one in heaven will accuse God of shortchanging or ripping hin
or her off.
D2 &2dz NBlIftf& 0StAS@PS GKIG D2RQa OKdz2NOK [A

B. WHEN WE GIVE WE GEHEHIGHEST INTEREST

Qx
c:
A
‘N

Luke 6:38 "Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For \ilith measure you
dzaS> AU gAff 0S YSIadz2NBR (G2 &2dzpéeb Dbl

D2R R2SayQi glyid @&2dz 2 3IAGBS FT2N) IAINBSRO

God shovels back to you and he puts blgger things in that shd;veyf R AGQa yz2i

material. Thekeyisnottfiiif Ay3 GKIFId D2RQa aK2@St gAff
God wants to give back with a shovel that often has better things for you.

U)) [ en-Nare

C. ITIS THE RICHESTASILIRE
Il OGa HnYopod bXNBYSY 08S

ggdS GKIFy (2 NBOSAQD
wSOSAGAY3I A& | 0o A
/| KNAaGYl ao [ AG G A
wait so they can give!

y3a GKS g2NRa GKS

5ZU

S 5U!JOIJ§)L—I )

NJ

e (D

Having achancetogivel KI 1 Qa4 ¢KIF G AdQa &t | 062dzid 2 Af AL
agdgrasysSyuay GaISYSNRaAGe Aa AdGa 26y NBSI NRDE
Il. THERE IS NO MORE WORSHIPFUL INVOLVEMENT !

There is nothing more worshipful than giving. Worship is much more than singing songs
and hearing a sermon prehed. Giving is an essential, foundational part of living worship.

Four principles to consider:

A. PROPERERSPECTIVE ON OWNERSBEHINDWORSHIPFUBIVING?

God owns it all, and we are simply the managers of it all. Psalm 24:1 " Of David. A psalm.
TheedNJiIK Aada GKS [2NRQaAZ YR SOSNEOKAY3I Ay AGZ O°F
LG Aa y2i avyeé¢ Y2ySeo ¢KS oA3I3aSad YSaal3asS KS
Who is the boss? Who is the CEO in my life today? It really comes down to myesbing

to acknowledge Jesus as the Lord (boss, leader, owner) of my life, all my talents, abilities

Pagel6 of 60



and possessions. Once this principle is affirmed, then everything else begins to fall into
place.

h Mike Singletary All Pro Line Backer for the Chicago Beeas quoted in
—_ 0KS / KAOIF3A2 ¢NAROodzyS>I aL yS@SNIt2271 i
2. talent | have, the house | have, the wife, the children, the friends | have,
\ they are not mine. | am just a steward of them. The Lord gave them an
he can take them awa It is up to me to do the very best | can in
showing God | appreciate it. These things are very precious to me but
they are not mine in life. |1 am never fearful of losing what | have
0SOFdzaS Al o6l a ySOSNI YAYS (2 o06S3aAY 6AGKGJ
That is profound theologgnd the foundation of stewardship. Do | own everything or
does God own it all? Has God given me what | have, or do | take credit for all that | have
accumulated? Jesus told a parable to warn us against this kind of thinkikg.12:1821
bad¢ KSYRIKSVEEHKIAAA Aad gKIG LQff R2® L gAff
GKSNBE L gAff (62NB5 |ff Y& 3IANIAY |yR Y& 3
322R OGKAy3&a f dzLJ F2NJ Yl yeé &SI NAR ®sadl 1 §
G2 KAYI W, 2dz fH ¢KAa OSNE yAIKOG @&2dzNJ
gKIG 82dz KIgS LINBLI NBR FT2N) 82dzNBSt FKQ dad
GKAy3Ia F2NI KAYaStF odzi Aa y24 NRAOK G24!l )

B. OBEDIENCE BEHINDWORSHIPFUGIVING

1 Corinthians 16:20n the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a surmj
of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when | come no collections will
have to be made." NIV

O
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Stewardship principles:

1. IT'S APART OMVORSHIK"ON THE FIRST DAYEYERY WEEK
2S GF1S +ty 2FFSNAYy3a Ay SIOK aSNBAOS o0SOl dz
work, service, and a portion of our incomeeach is a part of our worship experience.

Qx
(0p))
>

Tithe means:giving one tenh of my income as an obedient expression of my worship.

2. FULLPARTICIPATION IS ERPED
GSFOK 2yS 2F @2dz aK2dzZ R a4Sdi FaARS¢® LG al ea
retired people, extremely wealthy people, people without much, people wigo a
AGNHAIFE Ay LIS2LAS Ay o0S0s6SSyod D2R gl yta I ff¢
forget that God even told the Levites to tithe (even though they were supported by the
tithes of others).

John D. Rockefeller, who established the Rockeféletd/ Rl G A2y X &F AR G(GKAAY (
have been able to tithe the first million dollars | made if | had not tithed my first salary
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which was $1.50 per week. It all starts with the little we have now and that is the issue of
obedience.

Some today are lookg for the exception clause when if comes to tithing. Some will be as
02fR a G2 alreée GKIFIG AG A& y20 O02YYIFIYRSR Ay (K
Testament legalistic requirement.

Three reasons why tithing is still the guideline and benchmark foday:

1. TITHING WAS PRACTI®HFORE THE LAWABRAHAM ANDACOR IT'S THE ONLY
PERCENTAGE AMOUNT®EDED ANYWHERE BEFOHE LAW WAS ESTSBED

2. TITHING WAS GIVEN DN& THE LAW AND COWNDED TO BE RECEIFEDM
EVERYONESOME MISTAKENLY SAYVAS A TATO CARE FOR THEGERAGBUT THIBIBLE
NEVER CALLS IT A AN® THERE ARE MANMBES THEY HAD TO HRYBUTES

3. TITHING IS NOT IN TNEWTESTAMENT BUT MANYINGIS ARE NOT REINDRGED IN
THENEWTESTAMENT THAT AREISVALID

Some things were clearifgmoved (dietary laws, day of worship, circumcision). However

t bdzA GFfla Fo2dzi IAPGAY AT (K2dzZZK KS R2Say dz&
serve in ministry and preach should be supported just like the priests who get support in
the temple. 1 Corinthians 9:1&1n NB @S| £ & t I dzf Qa YS&aal 3aS 2 HAY

you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and those
who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? In the same way, the Lord has
commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the
gospel.” NIV The tithe is a guideline and benchmark that was clearly established in the G
Testament, and carried into the New Testament.

C. JoY IBEHINDNORSHIPFUGIVING

Giftsthat are dear are always wrapped in cheer:

1%

ButAlD BTLIGUOH pPoD

2 Corinthians 9:7 "I want each of you to take plenty of time to think it over, and make up
your own mind what you will give. That will protect you against sob stories and
arm-twisting. God loves it when the givdelights in the giving." The Message

In Exodus, the people were asked to give a special offering above their tithe in order to
build the temple. The people brought gold and many other possessions to the Lord.
Moses had to stop the people from giving basa they were so cheerful in their giving
that Moses had too much.

Barry Sanders, one of the greatest running backs ever, got his $2.1
million bonus. He was accused of being greedy. But Sports
LffdzZAaGNI SR NBALRYRSR aliK#® Flya |yR

BARRY

SANDEBSS greed were silenced when they learned Sanders sent a check of
$210,000 to his church.
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D. LovE ISEHINDNORSHIPFULIVING
The core in all of the giving needs to be love.

1 Corinthians 13:3 "If | give all | possess to the poor and surrender my bodyftarttes,
but have not love, | gain nothing."

Love motivates you to do your very best for your kids. Love means sackifice.
motivated givings a litmus test of what is going on inside the heart of the believer.

2 Corinthians 8:8 "I am not commandingou, but | want to test the sincerity of your love
by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through h
poverty might become ch." NIV

/ KNAadG fSTlhd KSIFO@SyQa NAROKSa G2 0O02YS R24\y
lunch to feed the 5,000. He borrowed a boat. He borrowed a donkey. He borrowed the
upper room. He borrowed his tomb. He borrowed everything. He begmuefor us so
that we can become rich and enter into heaven.

When we understand what God has given to us, how can we refuse to give back to Him g
'y SELINB&aaAz2y 2F 2dzNJ ANI GAGdzRS | yR 206 SR
everything on thdine for us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worst
08 aSyYyRAYy3I KAa 26y {2y Aa GKSNB FyeidKAy
The Message
WS&ddza aFAR AYy [dz]1 S mMcYmMo dab2 aASNIlohd O y
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot
ASNWYS 020K D2R YR az2ySeéeoé¢ blL= 2SS Ol yQi
the struggle that every single person faaesiothing gets a hook into us likeoney.
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Write a prayer expressing your heart for worgbiig God through your finances?
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Week #4

Cultivating a Personal,
Intentional Relationship With God

Connecting With God
If we know God and we know him personally (and the God of the universe wants to have a
relationship with us that is personal) that is the most important relationship we can have.

If we know him, we also know it is important to listen to him through the word and talk to
him in prayer. Why do we find it so difficult to have time with him? Because even though
we know he is very important (and we would all confess he is the most tamtprbut all

the things that are urgent keep piling on and what is important is displaced. We think we
2dzald R2y Qi KI @S G4AYS T2NJ D2RO® , S0z GKS
grows, all our other relationships improve in the right way.

When do you best connect with God? (be specific)
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In your opinion, what are the top five excuses for personal failure to spend time with God?
1.

Why We Need Time Alone with God Each Day

CKSNBE AayQluLIi dz@SNAKI 2 TAROANE aiGK2dz aKlFfd K

scriptures say that the early saints had time three times a day and others prayed all night
f2y3o cdzit £ SGQa GFr1S GKS SEFYLXS 2F / KNJ
God. 1Jesus, who had all the power of the universe at his disposal saw the need to
connect with the Father, how much more are we in need of that connection? Why do we
need to make it a daily habit?

l. FOR A RELATIONSHIP OF INTIMACY

Matthew 6:6b & | SNBE Qay (o K& AidzLi 2 R2Y CAYR | ljdzA Sz
tempted to roleplay before God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can
manage. The focus will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense his
grace." The Message

(@h)

USIop\ areupissed

cli
(Vs

Luke 22:39'Leavirg there, he went, as he so often did, to Mount Olives. The disciples
followed him." The Message

Jesus, the perfect Son of God, found it imperative that he have a consistent time of being
alone with his Father. To have a relationship with God that is atéryou must have
frequent communication that is deep, honest, and open.

Communication is two way.Spending much time in the word but little time in prayer
results in a cold intellectual relationship with God. But spending much time in prayer but
little time in the word results in an unstable emotional relationship with the Lord. When
the two are balanced it results in wisdom and warmth in our walk with the Lord. An
intimate relationship with God requires personal time with him alone.

Describe your abty to balance time in the Word with time in prayer:

Page21 of 60



What do you plan to do this week to improve your intimacy with God?

I1. FOR INNER NOURISHMENT

Matthew 4:4h . dzi WSadza (2f R KR¥YT WhE2LIC EKSy § ORA Y.B NABIS &
F2NJ GKSANI f AFST (GKSe@ Ydzad FTSSR 2y SOSNE 42NR
Job23:1HL QIS 20S@8SR SOSNE ¢2NR KSQatlae®y Sy | FyR
treasured it." The Message

Job found out what Jesus says when he was temptatrttan does not live by bread
alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. You need spiritual
nourishment on a daily basis as much or more than you need physical nourishment.

What explains your hunger for God and His Word?

1. FOR BATTLE READINESS

Two verses:

Matthews 4: 16 WS &ddza ¢ & € SR 0@ GKS {LANRG Aydaz2
Why would the Spirit of God do that? The next verse may help to explain.

Luke5:163 . dziT WS&adza 2F0Sy 6 A prajediIand weifdd tiagtheSt & LI I ©
KFroAld 2F [/ KNRad ¢la G2 3ISG Fft2y3a G2 LINT & @€
Napoleon had an interesting procedure before battle: he would get all of his top generals
together in a waiting room. Then he would have them come in one at a time and
Napoleon waild look at them eyeball to eyeball. He would give them encouraging words,
would tell them how much he believed in them, how he planned the battle, and what

confidence he had in them. The saying goes that when the general walked
Ay G2 bl L2t hadfhe atrerdyth af &n® BaniKb8t when he walked i

digsiopn areuoissed

u»

out, he had the strength of ten men. When we spend time with God and

GKSYy F1F0O0S GKS o6FGidfSa 2F GKS Rl&x
heard encouraging words from the Lord of Lords and King of ®ings 2 S Q >
olFddttS NBIFReH .dzi GKS ol GGtS Aa y2id 2dz2NARZ Al

What battle are you fighting, and what Scripture are you claiming for the battle?

to¥S KF @gS 3INB
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V. FORIMMEDIATE GUIDANCE

Psalm 119:10% | @ a5 20NFR2 kN 4 € | YLI G2 Y& FSSG FyR | f A-:
James1:% I 8a GATF lyeé 2F @&2dz f1 01 6AaR2YX S0 KAY
What did Jesus do when he was about to face the greatest challenge of life in His garden

of pain?

Luke 22:4142h1 S ¢l t {SR ¢+ &3 lo02dzi + ad2ySQa UGKNRPG>
GCHFGIKSNE AT &2dz FNB gAttAay3as LI SFHaAaS G 1[SUGKA
e2dzNJ gAft X y20 YAYySdeh bJ[ ¢ %

28

V. FOR FRESH REVITALIZATION g

Orchestra members, before they play, all &utineir instruments. After intermission, they ?_3,_

do the same thing. We need to learn to stay in tune with God. If we want to stay in tune D

with God, we have to have time with him.

Psam19Z 4d4KS flg 2F UKS [2NR Aa LISNFSOG: NE§)\ D A

-
n

Jesus madéme alone with the Father a high priority in his schedule. 'C_ji

Mark 1:356 + SNE S NI & Ay GKS Y2NYyAy3aAs gKAES AlG| 6 @
YR 6Syid 2FF (2 | az2t A0 NEB LI I OSS 6KSNB| KS| L

Help for developing a Quiet Time:
1. Select a SpeatfiTime.

The best time for being alone with God is when youraost alert! If you are not a
Y2NYAYy3 LISNBE2YS 0KSYy R2y Qi GNB G2 O2yySOG gAd
comatose existence.

REASONS FOR CONSIDERAN EARLY MORNIRGIET TIME

Many find it to be logical for beginning the day. The best time to tune your instrument is
before you play the concert; not after! It demonstrates that meeting with God is your first
priority. You give Him the first part of your day.

You are likely to be monmested, your mind is less cluttered, and it's often the quietest
time!

David practiced spending time with God throughoutthe day2. @Sy Ay 33 Y2 NY Ay 3 |y
L ONEB 2dzi Ay RAAGNBsakIs:lF yR KS KSIFNE Yé @2A ®
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Stay consistent in meeting with God dg, during the time you find to the best for you.

What time will you plan to meet with God?

Where will you get alone with God?

One man with several children spent time with God in his car in the garage before he left
for work. Once the children figured out that he was in the garage, he then left a bit earlier
F2N) 62N] YR KIR KA& GAYS |f2yS gAGK D2R
work day. The important thing is that you find a place where you wilbeahterrupted.

>
<,
R

How long should a devotional time be?
1. Start with 15 minutes and let it grow.
2. Don't watch the clock!
3. Emphasize quality, not quantity!
4. Choose a Special Place.

"Jesus left the city and werdas he usually didto the Mount of Olives ... to pyd Luke
22:39 (GN)

"Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went to a
solitary place where he prayed.Mark 1:35

1. Gather the Resources You Will Need.
A. A Bible- with readable print.

diysiopn a1euoissed

B. A Notebook-to write downwhat the Lord speaks to you about, and to keep your
prayer list.

C. A Songbookif you want to worship in song.

2. Begin With the Right Attitude

« "Be still, and know that | am GodPsalm 46:10

e "Open my eyes to see wonderful things in your WoRkalm 119:18LB)

e a.dzi &aSS1 FANRG KAa 1AYIR2Y YR KAA NARIKGS
G2 @2dz Ia 6Stft oé al tiKSgs cYoo O6DbL=%U

3. Follow a Simple Plan
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"FIFTEEN MINUTES WITH GOD"
(A Plan To Get You Started)
Be Stilll (1 Minute)

G. S adAftft Ilah@dd; Wi Bedxalie&amidng the nations, | will be exalted in
0 KS SPshlii #4606

Set Your Mind on Things Above. (4 Minutes)

G{AyO0OS: GUKSys &2dz KIS 0SSy NlabodeSMReres A U K
Christ is seated at the right hd of God.?Set youmindson things above, not on earthly

0 K A yCBlasdians 3:2 (NIV)

Begin reading where you left off the day before. Read until you feel God has told you
something. Then stop and think about it.

G52 y2i fSi  Kepaitfromy@ut moatAmeditétedn if dayandright, so
that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
& dzO O S Joshliadzis (V)

Meditate on the Message that God gives you. (4 Minutes)

' a D2RQa | &f & y{ BRNMNG taFEE 1S gAff IAGS @
regarding sin in your life, inspiration to obey, or illumination regarding His will for your life,
write down what God would have you meditate upon throughout the day.

Write down your thaights. Part of reflecting imemorizingverses that speak to you in a
special way.

Review a (or choose a new one) verse that You are Memorizing (2 Minutes)
Application. (4 Minutes)

Write out a personal application statement that is practig@ssableand
measurable.

"Thoughts disentangle themselves when they pass through the lips and the
fingertips."
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Commitment #5

Relational Outreach

(Each One Reach One)

We come to the next discipline in this series about how we can make a difference
in our lives and in the lives of others. How can we learn to better lead people to
our savior?

Consider some of the common methods of evangelism:
(We can reach some people through these methods)

3,Q \RXU IDFH" H Y&3etirHad argutent, confront, battle and protest. It
can have some dangerous results of burning bridges.

S$PEXVK’™ HYDQ IBdnIny 1 an event that is non-Christian for the most
SDUW VXFK DV D ZHGGLQJ RU IXQHUDO WKHQ DPEKVK D 3%L(
attendees. This often serves to offend the attendees.

33DUURW’™ HY DHbeteOelvdfPhing is memorized. If we become a parrot
that has just memorized the words, our testimony becomes canned and people can
tell. Jesus used a different approach with every person. He shared honestly and
he was flexible.

S6DOHVPDQ " HYDQ@HRGBIOH ZKR DUH DIWHU WKH 3FORVH ~ 6RPF
VDOHVPDQ FDQ EH LQVLVWHQW DQG \RX DOPRVW FDQTW JHW
something.

3% LEOH 5HIHUHQFH  tHMdNQ up-h®ibl¥ feference on a banner at a
SXEOLF HYHQW 'URSSLQJ D EDQQHU DW D IRRWEDOO JDPH U
people or make a positive impact.

3&ROG &DOO" HYDaADiddHe inahly people as possible. Campus Crusade

IRU &KULVW KDG DQ HYHQW ZKHQ 1 ¢aling gekplelaidV LD QV ZHUH
asking them to accept Christ and some people responded. Unfortunately, the

GHFLVLRQV GLGQYW VWLFN

wisijabuens areuolissedwo)
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