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Spiritual Growth Track
God's D esign for His Church

Discovering Your Spiritual Gift(s)

Preface:

This Spiritual Growth Track was developed in a devotional
format for use in our LIFEgroups.

This material was created to help you better understand
your role in the body of Christ. It is recommended that you
find someone to go through this booklet with you. Ask your
LIFEgroup Leader for a recommendation on who would
benefit from going through t his with you. You may find you
have questions that the two of you can more easily answer
as you compare notes. The most important thing you can do
is go to the Lord in prayer and let Him direct you. God's
Holy Spirit was given to guide us into all truth .

God has gifted you to benefit His church, and He will show
you the perfect place for you to function in His body.
Remember, your LIFEgroup Leader, Coach, and Pastor are
available to answer questions and give you direction as
needed.

ALL SCRIPTURE UED IS FROM THENEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
AND THE NEW LIVING TRANSLATION
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The "God's Design" material is the beginning of an adventure| in
which you will discover how God has uniquely designed you to
build His kingdom. You will also discover how to use your
spiritual gift(s) for serving others in the church through
LIFEgroups and other church ministries.

Although only a few gifts seem to function well in a large
public worship service,all of the spiritual gifts can be
implemented in yourLIFEgroup Your LIFEgroup leader will
assist you in discovering a ministry opportunity wehgour unique
giftedness will enhance God's work through this church.

The goal of this study is to assist you in finding you unique fit
in the body of Christ. In a sense this is an aid in directing you in
the lifelong process of serving the Lord Jesusstim His church.

The LIFEgroupis a fantastic place for discovering one's spirital
gift, passion for ministry, and spiritual maturity level, since these
are the people who know you best. As you love and serve others
in your small group, it will beaone evident to others, if no
yourself, what your spiritual gift(s) are as they begin to surfece.
Effective ministry occurs when you serve with a sense of purgose
and direction in cooperation with how God has uniquely wited
you.

John 15 reveals God's desthat each of His children (you and
I) might participate in a ministry with lasting effects. A sign that
your ministry fits your unique spiritual gift mix, is in the evident
change in other people's lives. Your ministry should be koth
fulfilling and meaningful - fulfilling in that you have a sense of
satisfaction when you are doing the particular ministry &nd
meaningful in that it has impact, whether large or small, for the
kingdom of God.

Read Galatians 5:13. What are we commanded to do?

God's desire is that we serve one another with great joy.
Because God commands us to serve, He will also place in us a
desire to serve Him. If you are not experiencing this desire to
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serve, then pray and ask the Lord to either give you thisedesi
reveal what may be hindering you from experiencing this degire.
Write down anything the Lord reveals:

If you have served in a ministry within the church, write down
how you were recruited for that ministry:

Most people are recruited in one of three ways. The first and
most common is the direct order: "You ought to serve here." The
second is in response to a need: "Can you help me?" The third
occurs when one makes a bold jump into a ministry: "Hews ¢
my best effort.” None of these are necessarily wrong, but as|you
may see, oftemeedis the beginning point for ministry. Howevel,
need does not by itself constitute God's leading or call ta a
particular ministry. If you jump in to meet a need witho
establishing God's leading, you may be preventing the pe rson
whom Godhas called from meeting the need. The following
material is intended to help you establish God's leading or call to
serve Him in a particular ministry.

Read Psalm 139:1B6. Write dwn what this passage says
about how God was involved in creating you.

Several important truths may be observed in this passhge:
A Your unique design qualifies you for meaningful ministry

A God carefully and individually designgdu.
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By God's design, you are uniquely different from everyone
else.

It is this unique design which makes you who you are and
gives you opportunity for significant ministry in the lives of
others.

p>]

Notice the process one Qo€ ’\
through to build a jigsaw puate. List /3;?*
the steps you think are important i é N r“i’J :

2 |

efficiently assembling a puzzle. Wha Joo
strategy works for you? '
= J

Now let's consider the parallels between putting a puzzle
together and finding auplace in God's world wide kgdom
building plan. It is always helpful to have the picture of the
completed puzzle in front of you. This is why the picture dan
normally be found on the front of the box the puzzle comesjin.
That is, unless some sick individual switched box tops wjdle
were not looking.

We need a vision of how the world will be impacted as God
uses us according to our spiritual gift(s). Secondly, sometimes a
piece of the puzzle appears to fit, but the color scheme doeg not
work in the context of the picture. Thiyd each piece has a
valuable and specific place into which it fits. Fourthly, the pictire
is not complete until all the pieces are in their proper place.

The adventure of finding your “fitt among the various
ministries of God's church looks similar toettormation of a
jigsaw puzzle. You discover what you are passionate about, \vhat
your spiritual gift(s) are, and what some of your personal
preferences may be. Finally, you will take these pieces and see
where they fit best in the big picture of God'isiry.
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Read Ephesians 474, 11-16. List three truths you find about
your unigue design.

There are three truths which

may be similar to the ones yol N

discovered: )

i Your church andLIFEgroup The puzzle

1 . IS

needs you. God's _church will - incomplete
not function well without you ] if one piece
in the right spot. Your is missing
LIFEgroupneeds you to ]
contribute your gift(s) so it cal a5

be all that God intends.

i You are importanto the body of Christ. You need to know
and understand your importance to the body of Christ for the
body to function at full capacity.

i You have a significant role to fulfill in yowrlFEgrougchurch.
This knowledge and experience provide you withfoence in
your service to the Lord. Remember that it is an adventure
where God is constantly revealing how He wants to use the
gift(s) with greater clarification and refinement.

This material is a tool for assisting you in identifying your
Spiritual gft(s), which usually surface even more clearly as you
mature in Christ. Here are some suggestions to help you stay 6n
track as you seek to better understand God's desire for your life
and ministry.

1) Serve Christ right now.
Don't wait to understand how God has wired you before you begin
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to love and serve others, take action and in the process of serving
and loving others, God will begin to bring things into greater
forcus. After all, Spiritual Gifts are not given for yowanefit but

for the benefit of the church. They are tools for use in serving ¢God
and His people. So find someone in need and begin to serve them
right where you are.

2) Ask for Wisdom

You are connected to God's Holy Spirit who leads us into all truth.
James advised, "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God,
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be
given to him" (Jas. 1:5). Through prayer ask God to direct you in
your study to identify His gifting and calling on your life.

3) Check Your Motives

Am | motivated to use my Spiritual Gifts to better serve Christ, ¢r
to make a name for myself in Christian circles? Jesus said, for
example, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to
finish his work" (Jn. 4:34). The Hol$pirit generates a desire
within us to do God's will.

4) Evaluate Your Burdens

What needs do | see in life and ministry, that are burning in my
heart to meet? Yawurningdesireto seepeople understand the
Bible may be an indication of the gift ofaiehing. Hurting for the
homeless may reflect a gift of mercy.

5) Test the Fruit

Gifts, like talents, grow as we use them. A clear indication that
God has given you a particular spiritual gifthe resultinggrowth
in effectiveness as you exercise tQit.

Questions to ask yourself:
* Am | developing more competence in this area?
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* Do opportunities open up for me to exercise this gift?

* Are my efforts producing good results in the lives of others?
If you are properly using your spiritual gifigu'll find yourself
growing in confidence, iability, and in effectiveness.

6) Act in Obedience to Christ

Develop an action plan for using you Spiritual Gift(s). You are
serving the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will answer to God whether
or not you usegour gifts to build the kingdom of God.

7) Listen to Others

Sometimes the feedback from otherthismost helpful litmus test
in identifying spiritual gifts.

On one occasion after answering a series of questions regardirig
my Spiritual Gifts, | didn't score as high as | normaihdin the

gift of "pastoring.” Upon discussing my answers with my wife,
she pointed out several illustrations from my life that iathd that

| was being too hard on myself on some of the questibtyswife
had greater insight into my gift of Pastor/Teacher.

8) Attention to Timing

You may be gifted to be a Pastor or a Teacher, but there is an
element of spiritual maturity that plagsrole in the use of your
spiritual gift. Learn to serve and use your gift right where you are.
Humbly trust God to bless and allow you to have an increasing
ministry in His timing. A high school student may have the gift of
pastor, but that does notean that he is ready to stand in the pulpit
next Sunday and preach to the congregation. There may be
opportunities to preach in a Bible study on campus or at the local
rescue mission, or on the mission field. Prayerfully ask God how
He would have you exeise your gift in the now.

"Ask and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock
and the door will be opened to you. . . . If you, then, though you
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4 N i
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heawegive good gifts to thse who ask
him!" (Mt. 7:7-11).

Review the above eight insights for identifying your spiritual gift'
and for putting into play. Now, make it personal. Which of the
insights have you neglected that can bring greater clarity to Godl's
gifting and calling on your life? Pray and then write down what
you believe God is leading you to do in the next couple of weeks:
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Discovering Your Passion | | \ Q

The purpose of thisection is to help
you discover what motivates you. Once
you understand what you are passionate
about, it is easy to direct that emotional f§.
energy in a particular direction. It is R
always easier to turn the steering wheel |§ °
a moving car than one standisijl.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, India passed away in 1997. She
had a passion for what God had called her to do. She did not need
someone pleading with her every day to bathe and feed the
homeless on the streets. You get a sense of her passion when she
said, "l see God in every human being. When | wash the leper's
wounds, | feel | am nursing the Lord himself. Is it not a beautifu
experience?*- 1974 interview. She was so fullfilled in her calliny
that even her dreams in the middle of the night refiec desires.

"The other day | dreamed that | was at the gates of heaven. An{ St.
Peter said, 'Go back to Earth. There are no slums up here.™
Quoted as telling Brce Michael of Greece in 1996.

A helpful definition of one's passion is this: it'sraque, God
given internal desire which allows you to make some spiritual
impact in another's life or in your churchlFEgroup or world.
One's passion will produce many elements in a person’s life.

As already mentioned, your passion will give directienta
what you should do to serve the Lord. Your passion will provide
you with motivation and energy to accomplish what needs td be
done for the Lord's sake and thus it becomes a labor of love. Your
passion will also give you a sense of fulfillment or mieg as you
express your love to God in whatever area of service you are led to
do. Your passion will produce joy and a desire to excel in any
service done for the Lord's sake.

There are some important truths concerning your passion:

A Your passion to sernv@od and use your gift(s) is Gaiven.
You do not generate this desire on your own. Allow God to
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give it to you.

God gives no right or wrong passions. Whatever your passion
may be, do not compare it to someone else's. Believe that (od
will use whateveHe gives to bringylory to Himself.

A Your passion will answer the question as to where you shodld
serve in ministry.

Read Psalm 37:8. What will God give you?

>

How does one "delight in the Lord?"

Usually your passion will focus on a specific function pr
ministry, such as teaching, visiting, calling, etc. It may focus in on
certain causes or issues, such as family issues, education, $ocia
injustice, etc. Or it may focus upon a specific group ebpe
such as youtIFEgroup Children's Ministry, single moms, etc.

Just a caution regarding the section on painful experiences.
You don't need to give all the details. What is important is that
you identify the experience and what you may have |eainosal
the event. Often God allows these painful experiences in our lives
so we can relate to people who have gone through a similar
experience, and thus passion is established.

Be sure and discuss what you write down in this section with
another personWhen you have finished these first two sections of
the profile, you should be able to identify one to three areas which
you have passion about. 0syour passion is identified.

Turn to page 4and fill in the personal profile to indicate your "heartbeat"
"passion for ministry." There are no right or wrong answers.
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Spiritual Truths About Spiritual Gifts

Because Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12:1 "Now about spiritual
gifts, brothers, | do not want you to be ignorant" you will examine
the four majorpassages in the New Testament which talk about
spiritual gifts:

| Corinthians 12:431 Romans 12:48
Ephesians 4:16 | Peter 4:811

This section will help you gain an understanding of spiritual
gifts which is necessary for you to effectively use yoiftis in the
lives of others. It is important that you not only understand what
the spiritual gifts are, but also gain an understanding about Wwhy
God has given spiritual gifts to every believer. This understanding
will encourage and enable you to seak ways in which your
gift(s) can be used in the lives of others.

Please read the four passages listed above lamdtRe following
blank lines (check answers on page 16).

"Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good"l(Corinthians 12:7).

"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve
others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various
forms" (I Peter 4:10).

1. Spiritual gifts are given for the good.

"From Him the whole body, joined and hétiether by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each
part does its work™" (Ephesians 4:16).

2. Spiritual gifts build the church as each part does its
"But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ
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apportioned it. THi is why it says; "He ascended on high, He led
captives in His train and gave gifts to men.™ (Ephesiang§y:7

3. Spiritual gifts are given by God's . we
cannot earn or achieve spiritual gifts..
"All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, lded
gives them to &h one just as He determines.”
(I Corinthians 12:11)

4. God's Holy decides which gift(s) you receive.

"Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for
the common good." (I Corinthians 12:7)

5. Each receives at last one spiritual gift.

"There are different kinds @jfifts, but the same Spirit."
(I Corinthians 12:4)

6. We have kinds of gifts.

"If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries &nd
all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can moye
mountains, buhave not love, | am nothing."

(I Corinthians 13:2)

7. If you exercise your gift without it means
nothing.

"If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God
provides, so that in all things God may be praised throligh
Jesus Christ.'(I Peter 4:11)

8. Your spiritual gifts are to be used to God.

"Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where
there is knowledge, it will pass away." (I Corinthians 13:8)
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9. The necessity for certain will someday end.

The scriptures are full of insight on spiritual gifts. Spiritual
gifts are given in order teerveothers. Spiritual giftduild
up, unify, and mature the church as each padbes its
work. Spiritual gits are given to people by God's grace, [so
they are not something that you caarn.

The Holy Spirit decides which gift(s) you receive.Every

believer receives at least one spiritual gift. We haliferent

spiritual gifts. If you exercise your gift(syithout love it means
nothing. Your spiritual gift(s) are to kenergizedby God. The
necessity for certaigifts will someday end.

Were you surprised by the results of the Questionnaire and the
Surveys, or was it a confirmation of what you already knew?
Share your conclusions with the person gdhrgugh this material
with you.
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Answers:
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Instructions for Using The Following
Spiritual Gift(s) Questionaire:

This is an exercise to help give you some insight on what your
spiritual gift(s) mightbe. It is a combination of tests produced by
First Baptist Church, Modesto, Houts Inventory of Spiritual Gifts,
Networking, Team Ministry, Trenton Spiritual Gifts Analysi$,
WagnerModified Houts Questionnaire and Wesley Spiritual Gijts
Questionnaire andifther modified

Instructions:

STEP I: Answer each of the 90 statements in the
guestionnaire. For each one, mark to what extent the
statement is true of your life: ALMOST ALWAYS (3),
SOMETIMES (2), ALMOST NEVER (1), NOT AT

ALL (0).

STEP Il:  When you are finished, score the
guestionnaire as indicated adding up the totals from
each response, and place in the appropriate boxes in the
Spiritual Gifts Chart on page 231.

STEP lll: After filling in your scores on the chart,

refer to the list of giritual gifts and transfer the names

of the spiritual gifts to their corresponding rows in the
chart. The order in which the gifts appear is identical to
their order on the Spiritual Gifts Chart.

Note: This questionnaire is just a starting place inphweg you
discover the spiritual gift(s) God has given ydbo notmake the
mistake of considering the results to be final and irrefutable. It
may even be that a gift you actually have does not show strongly
here. Use this tool as a helpful source ofghts but don't let its
results control you.
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Place a Value # for Each Statement

Value #

1. | have a strong sense of what God wants to say to people i
response to particular situations.

2. | have led others to a decision for salvation through ifaith
Christ.

3. | communicate biblical concepts so that people become
motivated to learn and study them more.

4. | have applied biblical truth effectively in my own life.

5. 1 am compelled to read, study and learn biblical truth.

6. | have oftergiven words of comfort to the hurting, the troublg
or the discouraged.

7. Since becoming a Christian | have had a consistent desire
for the lives of other believers.

8. | will eagerly accept responsibility for a group when it does
haveany direction or leadership.

9. | like to organize ideas, people, things and time for more
effective ministry.

10. | feel there is great spiritual significance in the routine task
do for ministries or people in the church.

11. | often use my hoe as a place to minister to the needs of
others.

12. | desire to manage money well in order to give liberally to
Lord's work.

13. | am able to empathize with suffering people and involve
myself in their healing process.

14. | have complete ofidence that God will keep His promises|
even in difficult circumstances.

15. My first impressions of people are often accurate.
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16. | communicate truths of God in a clear, compelling fashior
large audiences.

17. | have shared joyfully ho®hrist has brought me to Himself
a way that is meaningful to ndvelievers.

18. | enjoy studying the Bible so that | am able to share practi
insights that will enable others to grow and act in obedience.

19. | have been able to perceive apgly biblical truth to the
specific needs of others within the body of Christ.

20. | readily acquire and master facts and principles concernir
biblical truth.

21. | have often comforted Christians in their afflictions or
sufferings in such a watpat they felt helped or healed.

22. | have the desire to bear the responsibility for the spiritual
being of a group of Christians.

23. | am able to effectively organize others so as to achieve s
goals which | clearly perceive to be Gopllan.

24. | have a strong desire to help other believers use their gift
abilities for effective service within the church.

25. | am most fulfilled when | am able to serve in an area of n¢

26. | enjoy meeting new people and helping thegetoacquainte
with others in the church.

27. | feel deeply moved to action when confronted with urgent
financial needs relating to God's work.

28. | would enjoy ministering to people in hospitals, prisons af
rest homes.

29. | have felt certainbout God's specific will for the future of H
work, even when others have not been so sure.

30. Others come to me to clarify if a teaching or a situation is
or wrong.

31. | proclaim God's truth in an inspiring and enthusiastic way
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32. | have a desire to speak messages which are primarily the
Gospel of salvation.

33. | organize biblical materials and give systematic presentat
which are appreciated by the body.

34. | have felt an unusual presence of God and personal conf
whenimportant decisions needed to be made.

35. | have the ability to discover new truths for myself through
reading or observing situations first hand.

36. It is easy for me to identify and then to reach out to someq
who needs an encouraging word.

37. 1 would enjoy being a part of the same group of believers
long period of time; involved in both their successes and failur

38. Other Christians look to me for my advice in determining v
to do in their own life.

39. | am effective ilelegating responsibilities to others.

40. | willingly do a variety of odd jobs around the church in org
to practically meet the needs of others.

41. For me the most exciting area of the church would involve
helping newcomers feel welcomed.

42. | am confident that God will meet my needs when | give to
consistently and sacrificially.

43. | do what | can to show God's lovetiosewho aresuffering
"behind the scenes".

44. | am able to pray with extraordinary confidence that God K
hears and will answer my prayers.

45. In spiritual matters, | can easily distinguish between truth
error.

46. When | speak, | desire to stir the conscience of others.

47. | have a burden to seek out unbelievers in order to win the
Christ.
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48. Christians have told me that | have really helped them to
understand some biblical truth or personal issue and that they
now living differently.

49. People often seek me out for advice regarding situations t
are facing in theilife.

50. | have a strong desire to share biblical truth with others so
they might be strengthened in their walk with the Lord.

51. |find it easy to come alongside someone who is hurting, t
enter into their struggle, and to give them perspedb that they
can endure.

52. | often find myself praying for other believers and the neeq
within their lives.

53. | can adjust my leadership to motivate a wide variety of pe
in the church so that they will work together in meeting goals g
accomplishing the task at hand.

54. | enjoy setting both personal and ministry goals for myself
others and then working together towards their fulfillment.

55. | like to find tasks that need to be done and do them, ever
without being asked.

56. | find myself drawn to those who seem not to be a part of
is going on.

57. | am willing to maintain a lower standard of living in order
give more freely to God's work.

58. | understand the emotional and spiritual swings of those g
through painful experiences, and | patiently support them.

59. | am rarely plagued with doubt or worry about God's ability
take care of my life or the lives of others.

60. | can determine and expose a person's deception or phon
often beforeothers have recognized it.

61. | must verbalize (speak) my message, | would never be cg
with only writing it.

62. | enjoy helping others gain confidence in telling people ab
Jesus Christ.
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63. | love to learn and explain the Bible in waylsich cause
people to listen and then to act accordingly.

64. | am able to give advice to others impartially, sticking to th
truth without taking sides.

65. When discovering important biblical truth | often think of
others who | can share it with.

66. | am willing to speak the truth in love even knowing that | 1
not be liked for doing so.

67. | am not fearful about having to protect other believers fro
those who would try to lure them away from the faith.

68. | usually know where | am g and can influence other
Christians to come along with me.

69. | enjoy taking on muHiaceted projects and seeing them
through to completion.

70. When | see so many needs within the church, it is hard fo
to say "no".

71. | like to greet, weome and create a warm atmosphere for
those who attend various functions within the church.

72. No matter what | give financially, my desire is to give morg

73. | enjoy helping those who are without support and who otk
may think are undeserving.

74. When | sense God's direction in my life, | will often press ¢
whether or not | have the visible means of getting there.

75. 1 am a good judge of character.

76. | enjoy speaking in public, and do it with boldness.

76. | enjoy speaking ipublic, and do it with boldness.

77. | desire to share the Gospel in places, either locally or ove

where it has not yet been heard.
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78. People say they learn a lot when | teach the Bible, and se
motivated to study it more on their own.

79. | often see harmony and peace come to the lives of others
result of the counsel or advice | give them.

80. Others have told me | have helped them distinguish key a
important facts of Scripture.

81. | feel | could be an instrument fdislodging the complacent
and redirecting the wayward to face spiritual reality.

82. In caring for others | am not afraid to call them to obedien
the Word of God.

83. | am able to clarify a vision decisively, managing people a
resources téulfill it.

84. | enjoy projects that have many detailed tasks involved.

85. | receive great satisfaction in seeing others encouraged th
my service.

86. | have a strong desire for everyone to feel like they belong

87. My greatest joy conseérom giving financially to the Lord's
work.

88. People have told me that | get too personally and emotion
involved in helping needy people.

89. | have such a strong confidence about God's care and prg
for my life and the lives of otherthat believers have commente
about my unusal trust in God.

90. | can sense when demonic forces are at work in a person,
situation or teaching.
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GIFT VALUE OF ANSWERS TOTAL
1/ 16/ 31/ 46/ 61/ 76/
Prophecy
. 2/ 17/ 32/ a7/ 62/ 77/
Evangelist
. 3/ 18/ 33/ 48/ 63/ 78/
Teaching
Utterance Of 4/ 19/ 34/ 49/ 64/ 79/
\Wisdom
Utterance of 5/ 20/ 35/ 50/ 65/ 80/
Knowledge
. 6/ 21/ 36/ 51/ 66/ 81/
Exhortation
7/ 22/ 37/ 52/ 67/ 82/
Pastor/Teacher
. 8/ 23/ 38/ 53/ 68/ 83/
Leadership
o . 9/ 24/ 39/ 54/ 69/ 84/
IAdministration
. 10/ 25/ 40/ 55/ 70/ 85/
Serving
o 11/ 26/ 41/ 56/ 71/ 86/
Hospitality
. 12/ 27/ 42/ 57/ 72/ 87/
Giving
13/ 28/ 43/ 58/ 73/ 88/
Mercy
. 14/ 29/ 44/ 59/ 74/ 89/
Faith
Spirits
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Spiritual Gift Definitions

Prophecy: The Spirit given ability and desire to publicly proclairm
God's truth resulting in the conviction of unbelievers and the
building up of believers. It includes the ability to interpret and
apply God's revelation in a given situation (1 Corinthians-54:1
30-33, 3740).

Evangelist: The Spirit given ability and desire to share the Gospel
with unbelievers and to equip believers to win the lost, resulting in
the growth of the Church (Acts 8:2®; Ephesians 4:112).

Teaching: The Spirit given ability andesire to understand,

clearly explain and give application of the word of God, assisting
believers in spiritual growth resulting in greater faith and service (1
Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:12; 2 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews
5:12-14).

Utterance of Wisdom: The Spirit given ability and desire to
understand God's perspective on life's situations and to share this
with others in a clear and understandable way (1 Corinthians 12:8;
James 3:138).

Utterance of Knowledge: The Spirit given ability and desire to
discover, collect, analyze, organize and then share information that
is beneficial to individual believers in the church (1 Corinthians
12:8; Ephesians 3:119).

Exhortation: The Spirit given ability and desire tomster words

of comfort, consolation, encourageent or confrontation to other
members of the Body so that they are motivated to obey God (j\cts
11:2324; 14:2122; Romans 12:8).
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Pastor: The special gift whereby the Spirit enables certain
Christians to assne responsibility for the spiritual welfare of a
group of believers ( 1 Peter 511; Ephesians 4:11).

Leadership: The Spirit given ability and desire to attract, lead,
motivate and inspire others in order to accomplish the work of the
ministry (Exodusl8:1316; Hebrews 13:7; Judges 3:10; Romans
12:8).

Administration: The Spirit given ability and desire to work with
and through others in order to move the Church toward the
accomplishment of biblical goals and objectives (Acts 1:2121
Corinthians 128)

Serving: The Spirit given ability and desire to identify unmet

needs, and then to make use of available resources in order to/mee
those needs without the need of recognition (Romans 12:7;
Galatians 6:1,2; 1 Peter 4:11)

Hospitality: The Spirit giverability and desire to make others,
especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted and
comfortable (Genesis 18115; 1 Peter 4:40)

Giving: The Spirit given ability and desire to contribute
generously of one's material resources for the Lord's work
(Romans 12:8; 2 Corinthians 85).

Mercy: The Spirit given ability and desire to feel genuine
empathy for those who are hurting, and then to provide them with
compassionate and supportive ministry to see them through their
struggle (Luke 10:3@7; Romas 12:8)

Faith: The Spirit given ability and desire to beleive God for great
things and to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and
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purposes of god, and then to act upon it regardless of the
circumstances (1 Corinthians 12:9; Hebrews 11)

Distinguishing Spirits: The Spirit given ability and desire to

know with assurance whether a certain behavior or teaching is
from God, man or Sata. To be able to discern the truth from th¢ lie
(Acts 5:36; 16:1618; 1 Timothy 4:1; 1 Corinthians 12:10)

Thisis not an exhaustive list of all the possible lists of Spiritual
Gifts. We have limited ourselves to those that are used for serving
within the church. The four key passages of Scripture, Romang 12,
1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 4, refeaius lists of

the Spiritual Gifts. This may indicate that the lists give an exanple
of how the Spirit gifts individual Christians, but that the lists may
not be exhaustive. Some would add gifts like "craftsmanship"
(Exodus 28:34), "intercession" (1 Téssalonians 3:103, 1

Timothy 2:12), and "missionary work" (1 Corinthians 9:29).

The essential focus is that the Holy Spirit empowers and equips$
each believer to build the kingdom of God. These gifts are to bz
used humbly to bring glory and honordor Lord and not
ourselves.

After calculating the totals of each spiritual gift listed on page 2
note the top three Spiritual Gifts and write the names on game 4
the back of this booklet.

N

o
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G ift Abuse ?

In this section, you will gain some
clarity regarding what spiritual gifts
arenot, some common abuses to
watch out for, some general areas
where spiritual gifts may be used,
and how you may discoverhat
your spiritual gift(s) may be. Finally, this section will give some
understanding as to how the church is to work together and how
love is the guiding motivation for any service or use of your
spiritual gift(s).

As was already mentioned, your passievealsvhereyou should
use your spiritual gift(s). Learning what your spiritual gift(s) are
will help you know what you shouldo when you are serving God

As helpful as it is to understand how Spiritual Gifts operate in the
church, it is equally hefpl to understand what Spiritual Gifése
not in the church.

First, spiritual gifts are not the same as natural abilities. Though
both are given by God, spiritual gifts are given as you receive
Christ into your life, while natural abilities are givanbirth.

Also, spiritual gifts are for the benefit of the church, while natural
abilities are given by God to an individual and may be used outside
the church.

A Write out two natural abilities (don't be bashful) and explain {to
the person going through ghmaterial with you why these are
not spiritual gifts.
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Second, spiritual gifts are not the same as the fruit of the Holy
Spirit which is identified in Galatians 5:223 "But the fruit of

the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patiencé&indness, goodness,
faith-fulness, gentleness and setbntrol. Against such things

there is no law." Spiritual fruit reveals your spiritual maturity or
the growth which God produces as you allow God to work throdgh
you. Spiritual gifts reveal where bow you should serve the

Lord. Everyone's life should produce fruit that will last, but the
way the fruit is produced is different for each person. It is the
work of God through the spiritual gifts that produces the fruit.

A Share two or three of the ftaiof the spirit which you saw
yourself mature in this last year.

Third, spiritual gifts are not the same as spiritual disciplines.
Spiritual disciplines are what every believecisnmandedto
develop in their lives, such atudy of the Word, prayer, and
witnessing. Gifts argivento every believer, but no believer is
given every gift.

Your spiritual gifts may be used in several different situations.

The primary area, as already mentioned, idAR&groupin which

you are already involved. All you need to do is let the leader krjow
what you believe your gift(s) are and let him/her direct how youf
gift(s) may be used in the group. A second situation may be a
ministry which meets regularly and was organitetheet ongoing
needs within the church or the community. Some examples of this
are ushering, greeting, communion serving, etc.

A third area where your gift(s) may be used is a short term
ministry. This is a ministry or task which arises to meetaiap
need within the church &lFEgroup When the task is complete
the ministry team disbands. One example of this is of serving a
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meal to those who are not able cook for themselves due to a death
or sickness in the family.

A fourth situation whee gift(s) may be used is spontaneous
service. This is an opportunity which comes to your attention by
the inner prompting of the Holy Spirit in order to meet a need
within someone's life.

A fifth option might be that God is calling you to start a new
ministry outside the walls of the church that has never been done
before. It could also be a new ministry within the church.

Spiritual gifts were never meant to hurt, divide or hinder the
church from being what God intended. All the gifts need to be
exceresed under the authority structure of the church. The
following list reflects some common abuses to avoid as you serve
the Lord with the spiritual gift(s) He has given you.

A The first abuse is the practicembjecting what God has
given you onto anothgrerson. We tend to think that God is
going to work in others' lives the same way He has worked in
our lives. W must not impose our experience upon another's
life. We sometimes expect others to serve just like we serve
with the same impact. We needaltow many different
expressions of the same gift to function in the church.

bl

A second abuse common abusgl@ifying your gift(s) as
superior to another's gift. The Corinthian church had this
problem and Paul addresses it in | Corinthiasi42

p]

The tird abuse which may occur solating your expression

of the spiritual gift(s). Remember the gifts are all given to
build up the church. They were never to be used for personal
gain.
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A The final abuse which one needs to look out fauigpressing
the dfts which are given. This usually occurs when one does
not allow the expression of the gifts and the person thinks that
they have the right to decide when and where they will allow
the gifts to work. This is really an arrogant attitude. God hclds
all of His children responsible for what they have been giver,.

Which of these abuses might you struggle with in the future?
How?

The next portion gives you some understanding on how to
overcome the possible abuses and help yowatalour attitude

and actions. As you look at all the different people in the church
or in yourLIFEgroup you become aware that God is very creative.
This requires that we all have a firm grasp of what we need to be
unified on and where we need tooall diversity to exist.

Read | Corinthians 12:2P1; 2526 and write out what this
passage says about unity and diversity:

Unity is not defined as uniformity. We are all given different giftg,
and thus we will all serve in a unique way. Ungwachieved by
having the same purpoée that Jesus is seen in us and that we
love each other. Diversity must not be defined as division within
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the church. Diversity should not lead to independence. Diversity
should lead to a maturity which recognizes how we are all
necessary and how we all depend upon each other. We all need to
come to an understanding of valuing our uniqueness while at the
sametime appreciating another's differences. This is how the
church is to function.

The guiding attitude we should have is found in | Corinthians
13. Paul gives the people in the church this grand chapter with
instructions as to how the spiritual gifts axe function in the
church. Take a moment and read this chapter.

Love is to be the fruit or the attitude which must guide ydur
service. Service done without a servant's attitude of love Wwill
result in the spiritual gift(s) losing their significance. €Tk
following comparison will help you gain a better understanding| of
what it means to serve with an attitude of love .

Service PromptedB vy:

Duty Love
A Serves out of: an obligation  obedience
A Is motivated by fear of men what God sees
A attitude of it's notmy job  whatever it takes
A mindset me first God first
A spirit of pride humility
A Theresults are self-seeking Godglorifying

Which of the above attitudes reflect your thoughs and drives?
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From the table above,hat aspect of lovdo you needo work on?

Summary

Your passion provides the directionvafiere you should serve our
Lord and your spiritual gift(s) help you understawiaat you should do.

G
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Discovering Your
Personality

This final section is designed to provide you with
feedback on your personality type in order to help you
know how you should serve with effectiveness as you build
the kingdom of God.

Your unique design both qualifies and prepares you [for
effective ministry as long as you continue surrendering your life to
God. God has created each of us with a unique personality which
brings glory to His name. Therefore, the better you understand
your unigue personality the better and more effective you will b¢ at
ministering in the lives of others.

Psalm 139:134

"For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in
my mother's womb. | praise You because | am fearfully and
wonderfully madeYour works are wonderful, | know that full
well."

Write your name below.
Now write your name with the opposite hand.

Now identify three things about the difference between
writing with each of your hands.
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Three observationgou may have made: it is uncomfortable to

write with the hand which you don't use most of the time. It takps
more time and effort to write with your other hand. Finally, it is

not accomplished with the same degree of excellence. This is how
your servie to the Lord may be when you are attempting toesery
outside of your personality.

The following areas may be best understood by answering|the
guestion, "Where do | get energy from?" Record how you see
yourself in each category on the chart following dlescriptions.

Extrovert/Introvert

Extrovertsget their energy from beingith people Introverts
have their energy renewed by spending time alone, away ffom
others. Introverts are drained from social interaction while
extrovertsexperience loneliness from not being around people.

To what degree are you atrovertor extrover

Routine/Variety

Some people prefer the kinds of tasks thatrawéine (predictable)
while others prefer aariety of tasks. Routinepeople enjoy the
comfort of knowing what is expected and then performing
appropriately, whilevariety people like the challenge provided
through diversity

To what degree are youautineor variety person?
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Self-Controlled/Self-Expressive

Some peoplexpressthemselves very openly. Others like to be
more incontrol of what they are thinking and how they are feeling,
and tend to express themselves in a ncorgrolledmanner.

To what degree are youseltcontrolledor seltexpressivgperson?

Thinker/Feeler

Thinkersare more concerned with objective facts wigelers

tend toward subjective understanding (feeling or experience).
Thinkershave feelings and emotions even though they are not &s
evident in the decisiemaking process, just &elerscan think
logically, though it is not always verbalized.

To what degree are youlainkeror afeeler?

Cooperative/Competitive

This trait has to do with how you relate to other people. Some are
borncompetitorsand just can't be satisfied without competition ar
striving towards some goal. Others don't like or look for
competition but would rather do thingsaaoperationwith others.

To what degree are youcaoperativeor competitiveperson?

Turn to Page 44f this booklet and fill in question # 4 regarding
personality style.
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Identifying andU sing
Y our A bilities or S Kills

Abilities may be defined as "being able; having power to [do
something." Skills may be defined as expertise or talent in a
specific area. God desires to use the skills and abilities which|you
have acquired in life so far to serve and love people into His
kingdom.

Read the following Scriptures and write out what they <ay
concerning one's abilities and skills.

Exodus 31:3

"and | have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and
knowledge in all kinds of crafts."

| Corinthians 10:31

"So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God."

Colossians 3:23

"Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for
the Lord, not for men,”

The LIFEhouse Church Page37



Pleaseanswer the following questions and share them with a
friend, then transfer the same information into your Personal
Profile on page 41.

| have these specialized abilities:

What skills does my cuent vocation require? Include
accompanying responsibilities.

What other kinds of jobs (pveous vocations) or hobbies gou
have that involve a particular skill?

Where do you go from here?

Make sure your Personal Profile is complete (beginning on page
37) and meet with yourlIFEgroupLeader to discuss how you
will serve our Lord with your spiritual gift(s).
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Enjoy the Benefits

Now that you have an accurate picture of your spirigifgls), you

will join with others in our church who are functioning with great
joy according to God's gifting and calling. We as a church benefit
together in the following ways:

1) Enthusiasm.

Many have doubts and second thoughts about their abildg to

used by God. When each person understands fully the unique call
and direction that God has given, there is greater clarity for
effective ministry skill training. The obstacles are removed for
many who have been neuterized by fear and doubts.

2) Greater Ownership in Ministry

People realize that they are not just apectators in church, but
players and contributors in the great drama of God's kingdom plan.

3) Widespread Involvement

People realize that the question is not "if"* | will serve the Lord, bu
"where" do | serve. Contributing to the building of God's kingdgm
is no longer an option, but an obligation for every believer. We
function as God intends as a priesthood of believers working
together for God's glory.

4) Experiencing True Christian Community
Galatians 5:13 says, "serve one another in Iove'

Christ and exercise our individual roles, the
world gets a picture of the body of Christ on
display. Jesus' High Priestly prayer is then
fulfilled as he communicated in John. 17
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Spiritual Gifts and Maturity

Your level of spiritual maturity will have an impact on how you
are able to use your spiritual gift. While you may be gifted in th=
area of teaching, and you are able to use it to tegeids and
neighbors about Christ, you would not be qualified to teach in a
Bible College until you have matured in your walk with the Lord

We see David as a man who cultivated his heart along with his
skills and abilities.

Psalm 78:72, "And David shepherded them with integrity of heert;
with skillful hands he led them.

Where would you place yourself on the line of spiritual maturity?

Seeker You are investigating the claims of Jesus and teh
Christian faith but at this pat you are still undecided.

Infant: You have recently received Jesus Christ as your Lord gnd
Savior or you have not grown spiritually for some time.

Adolescent you are confident in God's ability to lead and guide
your life and are teachable and séwmsito the Holy Spirit and to

the word of God. This is producing a growing consistency in ycur
life.

Adult: You have walked with the Lord faithfully for some time
and have had fruitful ministry in the lives of others so that they
have grown and matured

Turn to page 41 and indicate where you see yourself in regard [0
your spiritual maturity.
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Personal Profile

(Summary of Personal Insights)
1. My Heartbeat (passion read page 1112)
| love to:

The age or stage | most enjoy working w(itthildren, youth,
adults, homebound, etc.):

Church issues, ministries or needs of people that concern me the
most and often capture my attention:

If | knew | could not fail, this is what | would attempt to do for
God with my life:

2. Experiences
My Spiritual Journey

This is how and when | became a Christian and what it has meant
to me since then:

Times when | have felt closest to God; meaningful experiences|that
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stand out in my mind:

My Painful Experiences

The difficult times in my lifewhich have helped me to develop
greater empathy for others who are in need of understanding a
encouragement:

My Educational Experiences

Where | attended high school, college, etc., and any degrees
earned:

Favorite subjects:

Any seminar ospecial training that has been especially
meaningful to me:
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My Ministry Experiences

Ministry areas in which | have served (if applicable):

Nameof church Servicearea Time involved

1.
2
3.
4
5

6.

3. Spiritual Gifts
My top three spiritual gifts are (from Spiral Gifts Questionnaire
Page 2%

1.

Whatotherssaid my spiritual gifts are (From tl8piritual Gift
Surveysnserted in this booklet and filled out by three people who
know you well):

Survey #1 Survey #2 Survey #3
1. 1. 1.
2. 2. 2.
3. 3. 3.
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4. Personality Style(See Page 386)
This is how | see myself (circle number between 1 & 10):

Extrovert 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Introvert

Routine 1 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10 Variety

Self 1 2 3 456 7 8 9 10 Self
expressive controlled

Thinker 1 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10 Feeler

N
I
Ul
\l

Cooperativel 10 Competitive

5. Abilities

| feel that | have these spialized abilities (sepage 3738):

My current vocation and accompanying responsibilities:

Other kinds of jobs (previous vocations) or skills that I've had
experience in:

6. Spiritual Maturity

My spiritual maturity at this time in my life is (circle one based
descriptions found on page 40

Seeker infant adolescent adult
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7. Availability

| am available for ministry during the following times:
Sun. Mon. Tues.Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat.

AM

PM

8. Ministry Possibilities

After reviewing theministry descriptions in the catalog | feel | an
best suited for: (feel free to list an area of ministry not listed in the
ministry descriptions)

Please make it a high priority to meet with yaUfEgroupLeader
to discuss how yooan best use the gifts and abilities that the Lard

m
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has given you to build the kingdom of God. We are an "every
member a minister" ministry, and the effectiveness of our churc
corporately is directly related to each member serving the Lord
individually.

Notes

L)
4 A

h
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